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Topic: Youth homelessness

Notebook #9

8b. Choose a section of text, or an image, or a piece of media, and write in response to it. you can structure a dialogue with your selection, or write a counterpoint to it (contradict it); write about what experiences it connects to, for you, or what other texts/images/media.

[image: image1.jpg]




In my process of choosing a photo for this notebook assignment I was obviously bombarded with heartbreaking images of homeless children and young people sleeping on the streets. This photo, however, was one of the first images that popped up and even as I continued to scroll through pages and pages of pictures, I kept coming back to this one. It is absolutely a great example of the struggles that these children and adolescents are faced with. This image shows a young child with dirty hands holding a sign that reads, “My friends don't know I'm homeless”. This is a very powerful photo. One of the biggest issues associated with youth homelessness is that some these children, who are fortunate enough to still be going to school, are either living out of a car with their parents and most of the time teachers and friends are fully unaware. It is absolutely devastating but it is the harsh reality that these children have to deal with. They don't have a warm bed to sleep in at night or a place to call home. 


The notebook prompt says to find a photo and write a counterpoint to it. However, I do not feel like this photo, or this topic in general, calls for a counterpoint. This topic requires more support rather than a contradiction. If more people started supporting this issue as opposed to ignoring or contradicting it we would be that much closer to ending youth homelessness. 

