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Topic: Youth homelessness

Notebook #11

8d. Select an assigned reading from this class. Parody or imitate the style of the writer and make an argument about your topic.

After reading through several different examples of a few different genres, I attempted to imitate one that seemed similar and related to my own social justice issue. The article is titled, “Starving Its Own Children” by Nicholas Kristof. This article was listed under the Position Paper genre and I felt that it was very powerful. 


Every year there are hundreds of thousands of American youth (ages 6 – 17) who lack housing, warm meals, and adequate clothes/shoes. The more privileged population of society fails to understand the issues associated with youth homelessness and the problems that these young people are faced with on a daily basis. The vast majority of children and young adults in our community are faced with decisions such as which new phone they want or what activities they will participate in. The unfortunate reality of the homeless children and adolescents is that they are faced with life or death situations and decisions that young people should not have to even think about. They are forced to make dissatisfying choices as to where they will sleep at night – whether it be in a park or in a homeless shelter – where their next meal will come, or how they will stay warm during the cold seasons. 


Many of these unaccompanied youth are homeless secondary to abuse at home – including physical, sexual, and mental abuse – and others are homeless due to severe family conflict or parental substance abuse. Given the lack of resources, these adolescents face chronic homelessness which can have detrimental consequences such as substance abuse, gang relations, increased criminal activity, mental health issues, etc. 


Obviously there are significant risks associated with youth homelessness and subsequent chronic homelessness. Not only are there severe consequences to the individual, there are also significant consequences for the community as a whole. As you can imagine, increased gang activity and criminal behavior will obviously affect the entire population and puts even more privileged people at risk. The longer these people are homeless, the less likely they are going to be to find employment and learn to contribute to society. 

