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(Notebook prompt)5f. Collect several images that interest you, related in some way to 
your issue (the relevance can be tangential, as long as you feel it). Then write 
something that connects the images, one to another. You can think of your connections 
as a story (one thing connected to the next), or as a web (everything cross-connected), 
or as a square, with two sets of opposites, or as a circle (ideas leading back to 
the 
place you started).
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This pie chart shows the various factors that contribute to homelessness. The top 4 causes of homelessness according to this chart are Loss of Job/Income at 22%, Substance Abuse at 14%, Jail at 13%, and Eviction at 10% (which can be closely associated with a loss of employment and / or income). 
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The photo to the right shows a mother and her two young children holding signs. It is possible to deliberate by looking at this picture that the cause of homelessness for this family could be a loss of income. However, the father of the children is not present in this photo so you could also consider that the cause of homelessness to be related to family problems. According to the chart above and based off of assumptions that could be made by looking at this picture, this family would fit somewhere within 29% of people dealing with similar issues.
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The image titled “The Poverty Cycle” to the left shows the vicious cycle of poverty. Economic decline leads to low personal income which leads to lack of food and safe water which then leads to hunger and poor sanitation and then to disease and poor health which contributes  to depletion in the work force. This can relate to the photo of the young family above. Their lack of income and shelter is likely associated with hunger which will, if it hasn't already, result in malnutrition and health issues. This cycle can also relate to the photo below which shows a young woman holding a sign that says “Keep your coins, I want change”. Change would be the key to ending homelessness and would be possible if everyone was willing to help. Only change would break the cycle of poverty.  
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This is a very powerful picture. The sign reaches out to the public to let them know that this person in particular, and likely many others like her, are not interested in money but more so in the actions of compassionate people to initiate change in the community to put an end to homelessness. This is closely associated with the bar graph below that shows what the estimated cost of ending homelessness in the U.S.
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This bar graph compares the estimated cost of ending homelessness in the U.S with the costs of various other things . The largest bar on this graph reaches close to 80 billion dollars and represents the estimated cost for eliminating capital gains in the U.S. This is a huge difference in cost when comparing it to the estimated 20 billion dollars that it would cost to end homelessness. This graph also compares the cost of ending homelessness with the cost that Americans will spend on Christmas decorations and flowers which is slightly higher in cost. This goes to show the selfishness, greed, and lack of compassion that contributes to the a lot of the social justice issues, including homelessness in our country. 

