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In starting out this semester I chose homelessness as my social justice issue. However, after the first few assignments I found that homelessness as a whole was much to broad of a topic to write about. So, I decided to narrow it down a bit and elected to focus on youth homelessness and its relationship to mental illness, substance abuse, and criminal activity. I have always had a soft spot for homeless people and that was my main reason for choosing homelessness as my topic. However, as I initiated my research process for our first writing assignment, the images and statistics I found regarding the youth homeless population was definitely something that sparked my interest. My main goal this semester was to create documents that would educate my readers about the significant risks associated with youth homelessness and encourage them to take action in their own community. I cannot say that my perspective changed much in doing any additional research. To this day I am as convinced, if not more convinced, that youth homelessness is a significant issue in our country and that it certainly something that needs to be addressed. I would have to say, the source I found that influenced my decision to focus on youth homelessness the most was an article titled “11 Facts About Homeless Teens” (cited below). This article provided specific statistics regarding the homeless youth population as well as risk factors and potential consequences associated with being homeless at a young age. Of course there were many other resources that were significantly helpful when writing my papers, however, this one was definitely the one that sparked my interest in this topic initially.


I spent a great amount of time reviewing all of the work I have completed the semester as I was choosing which pieces I would use for our magazine project. To start, I compared my flash memoir to my profile. Although I was very pleased with the outcome of my memoir, I felt as though it didn't offer much useful information that would complement the focus of our magazine. In contrast, my profile provided a large amount of information regarding the homeless population and things that can be done to assist these people in our community. I thought that this was especially important as the goal of our magazine is to provide information and resources to those looking to help themselves or someone they know. One of the papers I elected to use as one of my revision assignments was my position argument. I will be honest, initially when we were given this assignment I started my paper off as a proposal but after discussing my paper with my instructor, we felt as though the issue and the information given called for a position argument instead. Although I did attempt to discuss potential resolutions to the issue, there was a significant amount of emotional appeal that I had incorporated into the assignment; ultimately I decided on a position argument. The final piece I chose to use for the project was my report. The primary reason I chose to do a report rather than a review was that I felt my readers needed more information regarding the issues associated with youth homelessness.


For the translation and adaption part of the magazine project I elected to use my profile essay. I used this paper because I felt like it contained a lot of necessary and useful information that would help reach the goal of our project. I chose to translate my profile essay into an infographic. I used infographics for the first time this semester for one of my notebook assignments and absolutely loved it. I am very pleased with the way that my translation/adaption piece turned out. 


Overall I am very pleased with the outcome of our magazine project. I would have to say that the most difficult part of this project was the revision aspect. As a group we decided to revise our papers by focusing on one specific audience. It was hard for me because I had to adjust the whole mood and direction of both of my revision pieces. However, once it was done I felt like it was a good change. I also found that working in a group with little in-person interaction was very difficult. Texts, e-mails, and our group discussion page on canvas were our primary sources of communication and it was hard to get everyone on the same page. We were each assigned our own page by our visual editor, Jen Monson, for which were responsible for uploading our work which was helpful. I was the lead writer and spent a great amount of time reviewing the work that was submitted by all group members. Fortunately, there were not many changes that needed to be made as we had all reviewed each others' work prior to finalizing the magazine. We also all contributed to the references page by putting all of our resources in MLA format and alphabetizing them and submitting them to Jeremy Haskell, our resource manager. Although there may have been more preferable means for communicating, I am very impressed with my group and the responsibility that everyone took for their own tasks. 
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