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Final Notebook Reflection 

1. What were the activities that made you think differently about a project, or about your writing (or research or revisions)?

My very first notebook assignment asked me to find 5 images that relate, in some way or another, to my social justice issue. Then I was asked to connect them to each other and / or to my topic. This assignment was a major kick-off for me for this semester because it helped me to narrow down my topic and focus in a bit more. Looking more closely at all of the pictures associated with my topic not only helped me to understand my topic on a closer level, but it also helped me to decide which subcategories needed the most attention. For example, I initially started the semester with homelessness as my social justice issue, however, after doing this notebook assignment I found that I was more interested in youth homelessness which certainly narrowed down my research quite a bit. 

Another notebook assignment that I found extremely helpful was my third one. This assignment asked me to use social media and study the way people communicate about my topic. I was a little disappointed that there weren't more pages dedicated to youth homelessness, however, the ones that I did find were very interesting and helped to give me a better understanding of the views and opinions of other people regarding youth homelessness. 

2. What activities were the most interesting or fun?

The notebook activity that I found to be the most fun was the one that asked me to create an infographic regarding my social justice issue. I haven't always been a fan of multimedia writing or really any form of writing other than text. This notebook assignment definitely made me step out of my comfort zone and try new things that I hadn't really wanted to do in the past. 

For one of my later assignments, I chose to write a question poem which was extremely challenging for me. Although I struggled at first, I felt that it was a very powerful exercise. Not only did I get to ask myself and my readers questions about my social justice issue, I got to work with poetry as well which has never been a strength of mine. 

3. Which ones do you like the best now?

I would have to say that the infographic is still one of my favorite notebook assignments. It turned out better than expected and I would definitely stop to look at it if I saw it hanging on a wall somewhere. Towards the end of this semester however, I completed notebook assignment eight which asked me to create a flash fiction story with two characters. I felt like this assignment was a great way to express my own ideas and feelings regarding youth homelessness and was a very interesting way to show readers the terrible things that these young people have to deal with rather than just giving hard facts and statistics. 

4. Which activities might you try again, in other writing circumstances?

If I were to use any of these exercises again, I would probably be most inclined to use the infographic or activities similar to the one I used in my first notebook assignment. Given the fact that I learned so much from these two assignments I feel as though I would benefit greatly from using them for writing in the future. 

Reflection: Name three new tools or strategies you now have, ones that you can use with some confidence going forward.

·  I have developed a new appreciation and understanding for the use of images / photographs in writing. I have learned the importance that they can have on the piece as a whole. 

·  I feel like I have enough confidence now to use multimedia in my writing. This is surprising for me because I was so against it prior to taking this course.

·  Asking lots and lots of questions. No that we are nearing the end of the semester, I strongly believe that asking yourself and your audience questions is a very powerful strategy. Obviously you would not be able to write anything without a primary question or issue. However, even as you reach the end of your writing piece I have found that it is helpful to ask additional questions.

